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REMARKS 

The Office Action in the above-identified application has been carefully considered and 
this amendment has been presented to place this application in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, reexamination and reconsideration of this application are respectfully requested. 

Claims 16, 18-23, and 25-29 are in the present application. It is submitted that the 
claims, as originally presented, were patentably distinct over the prior art cited by the Examiner 
and are in full compliance with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 112. Changes to the claims, as 
presented herein, are not made for the purpose of patentability within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
sections 101, 102, 103 or 112. Rather, these changes are made simply for clarification and to 
round out the scope of protection to which Applicants are entitled. Claims 17, 24, and 30-33 are 
canceled. 

The specification was objected to because the title was not descriptive of the claimed 
invention. Applicants have replaced the title with one that is clearly indicative of the invention 
to which the claims are directed. Accordingly, this objection has been overcome. 

Claims 30-31 were objected to as being a mixed format of apparatus and method claims. 
Applicants have canceled these claims. Accordingly, this objection is moot. 

Claims 16-33 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyamoto et al. (U.S. Patent 5,517,652) in view of Ubillos (U.S. Patent 5,999,173). The 
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Examiner admits that Miyamoto does not meet the present invention's level detection means or 
display means limitations, and so relies upon the Ubillos reference to meet these limitations. 

The present invention has "level detection means for detecting the level of audio data 
contained in data inputted to and outputted from the input and output ports" (Claim 9) The 
Examiner contends Ubillos discloses a level detection means of an audio clip 67 at column 8, 
lines46-56. While Ubillos does mention adjusting the level of an audio clip, it does not discuss 
detecting the level or detecting the level of a signal input or output from a port. Presumably, 
Ubillos' system already contains the audio clip (i.e. it is not input/output through a port) and the 
level can be adjusted by amplifying the original signal (i.e. there is no need for a separate level 
detection step). Accordingly, Ubillos fails to meet the present invention's level detection means 
as required in the claims. 

Also, in the present invention, "respective channels of said audio level will be displayed 
from port to port in display areas of said monitor based on the numbers of said input and output 
ports, the number of the audio levels that can be displayed in the respective display areas of said 
monitor, the number of channels contained in the audio data inputted or outputted to or from the 
respective ports and on said level data." (Claims 19 and 23) Figures 21-22 illustrate how the 
present invention displays audio levels for plural input/output signals. The Examiner contends 
this display limitation is met by Ubillos' computer monitor 36. (Office Action page 4) 
However, as shown in Figure 8 and 9, Ubillos' computer monitor simply displays a window for 
displaying an audio clip. Hence Ubillos discloses displaying an actual audio clip, rather than 
displaying the levels (in histogram format) of "respective channels" (i.e. plural audio signals) as 
recited in the present claims. Accordingly, Ubillos fails to meet the present invention's display 
means as required in the claims. 
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Therefore, for at least these reasons, Miyamoto and Ubillos fail to obviate the present 
invention and the rejected claims should now be allowed. 

In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
application as now presented is in condition for allowance. Early and favorable reconsideration 
of the application are respectfully requested. 

No additional fees are deemed to be required for the filing of this amendment, but if such 
are, the Examiner is hereby authorized to charge any insufficient fees or credit any overpayment 
associated with the above-identified application to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 

If any issues remain, or if the Examiner has any further suggestions, he/she is invited to 
call the undersigned at the telephone number provided below. The Examiner's consideration of 
this matter is gratefully acknowledged. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 




Darren M. Simon 
Reg. No. 47,946 
(212) 588-0800 
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